Conventions & Schools 


JULY 11-20, 1956 — MOLD COUNT 
SCHOOL, Indiana Canners Association, 
Purdue University, National Canners 
\ssociation, Purdue University, Lafay- 
ette, Ind. 


JULY 18, 1956 — TRI-STATE PACKERS 
\SSOCIATION, Annual Summer Outing, 
Miles River Yacht Club, St. Michaels, 
Md. 


JULY 19-20, 1956 — NATIONAL KRAUT 
PACKERS ASSOCIATION, Annual Meeting, 
Catawba Cliffs Beach Club, Port Clinton, 
Ohio. 


JULY 24, 1956— INDIANA CANNERS 
\SSOCIATION, Summer Meeting & Outing, 
Meshingomesia Country Club, Marion, 
Ind. 


JULY 25—AUGUST 3, 1956—MOoOLD 
COUNT SCHOOL, sponsored by the New 
York State Canners & Freezers Associa- 
tion, Jordan Hall, New York State Ex- 
perimental Station, Geneva, New York. 


JULY 27, 1956—NoRTHWEST CANNERS 
& FREEZERS ASSOCIATION, Summer Meet- 
ing, Inglewood Country Club, Seattle, 
Wash. 

AUGUST 7, 1956-— NEW YORK STATE 
CANNERS & FREEZERS ASSOCIATION, Annual 
Summer Outing, Oak Hill Country Club, 
Rochester, New York. 


SEPTEMBER 6-15, 1956 — NATIONAL 
GREEN OLIVE WEEK. 


SEPTEMBER 28-OCTOBER 2, 1956— 
AMERICAN MEAT INSTITUTE, Golden Anni- 
versary Meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, 
Ill. 


OCTOBER 7-10, 1956—NATIONAL ASSO- 
CIATION OF FOOD CHAINS, Annual Conven- 
tion, Chicago, IIl. 


OCTOBER 17-19, 1956 — NATIONAL 
PICKLE PACKERS ASSOCIATION, 63rd An- 
nual Meeting, Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


OCTOBER 21-24, 1956 — PROTECTIVE 
PACKAGING & MATERIALS HANDLING EX- 
POSITION, 11th Annual, Kiel Auditorium, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


OCTOBER 24-27, 1956—FLORIDA CAN- 
NERS ASSOCIATION, 25th Annual Conven- 
tion, Hollywood Beach Hotel, Hollywood, 
Florida. 

NOVEMBER 1, 1956 —ILLINOIS CAN- 
NERS ASSOCIATION, Annual Meeting, Bis- 
marek Hotel, Chicago, III. 

NOVEMBER 7-8, 1956 — WISCONSIN 
CANNERS ASSOCIATION, Annual Conven- 
tion, Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, Wis. 


NOVEMBER 8-9, 1956—IOWA-NEBRAS- 
K\ CANNERS ASSOCIATION, Annual Meet- 
ine, Hotel Fort Des Moines, Des Moines, 
Iowa, 


NOVEMBER 12-14, 1956 — GROCERY 
MANUFACTURERS OF AMERICA, Annual 
Convention, New York, N. Y. 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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THEN INVESTIGATE! 


The New MONITOR 


TOMATO WASHER 


Actual operational tests over the years have pro- 
vided phenominal mold count reduction when using 
“MONITOR” Tomato Washers on tomatoes which 
frequently might otherwise be considered ‘‘poor risks” 
to the canner. 


Latest sanitation and cleanout features, variable 
controlled washing operation, etc., combine to make 
this newest “MONITOR” Tomato Washer the best in 
producing top quality-rated packs at minimum pro- 
cessing cost. 


Write for information on latest and most modern 
Tomato Equipment for Continuous Lines 


Huntley Manufacturing Company 
BROCTON, N. Y. 
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BEANS 


DELAWARE-MARYLAND, June 26—Snap: 
Wet weather hampered work on the 
Lower Peninsula, but nevertheless har- 
vest was close to its peak. Rain bene- 
fited both early and late plantings, which 
eame at critical post bloom period. 


POST FALLS, IDAHO, June 19—Green: 
Ideal weather. Plantings maturing at a 
normal rate with no disease. 


PENNSYLVANIA, June 26—Snap: Har- 
vest shows good quality with normal 2% 
ton yields. From one-half to one inch of 
rain last week with excellent growing 
conditions. 


Limas: Looking good with an esti- 
mated 1% ton yields. 


TRI-STATES, June 25 Snap: Harvest 
started about a week late with good qual- 
ity reported and 90 to 100 percent nor- 
mal yields—2700 to 3100 pounds. Fields 
in a few areas of Eastern Shore of Vir- 
ginia and Western Shore of Maryland 
were hurt by hot, dry weather with 
much lower yields and quality reported 
in these cases. 

Limas: Planting continues with good 
stands in early fields. 


OCONOMOWOC, WIS., June 23—Crop look- 
ing very good at this time. Indications 
point to a heavy leaf hopper infestation 
so extensive treatment will begin at once. 
Showers were scattered and varied dur- 
ing the week with some areas reporting 
over 5 inches for the period. 


CORN 


DELAWARE-MARYLAND, June 26—Sweet: 
Improved moisture conditions in counties 
in Northeastern half of these two states 
are benefiting crop, though in Cecil Coun- 
ty some fields had to be replanted. 


INDIANA, June 26— Sweet: Looking 
good but weedy, with some acreage under 
water. 


CLARKSVILLE, IOWA, June 23 — Sweet: 
Crop looks fine at this time but we are in 
need of rain. 


GRIMES, IOWA, June 20—Sweet: Crop 
making excellent progress to date, al- 
though we are very short on moisture. 
Temperatures have been considerably 
above normal. Must have rain soon, and 
often, or crop will be damaged. If we 
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WEATHER 


have sufficient moisture we could have 
about a normal yield. 


ELGIN, IOWA, June 23—Sweet: Have 
about the same acreage as 1955. Crop 
about 1 week later this year. Have been 
short on top soil moisture for about 10 
days but rains the last few days are now 
adequate and crop is in good growing con- 
dition. 


MINNESOTA, June 26—One to two 
inches of rainfall last week, with some 
areas having up to 12 inches since June 
14. Temperatures moderate and favor- 
able to crops. Planting delayed by rains. 


NEW YORK, June 26—Sweet: Had up to 
1s inch of rain in growing areas with 
ideal temperatures—days in low 70’s and 
nights in 60’s. Rains boosted growing 
crops. Planting about over with 90 per- 
cent of intended acreage in. 


PENNSYLVANIA, June 26 — Conditions 
excellent with an anticipated 4 ton yield, 
which is a little above normal. 


TRI-STATE, June 25—Sweet: Stands are 
good and have had splendid growth due 
to recent rains and warm weather. Few 
replanted acres are reported in excellent 
conditions. Some poor stands have recov- 
ered well with recent good conditions. 
Expect a normal crop. 


WISCONSIN, June 26 — Looks excellent 
but troubled with weeds. 


OCONOMOWOC, WIS., June 23 — Fields 
making excellent progress. Plants con- 
tinuing to grow rapidly and with excep- 
tional vigor. Large part of acreage 
sprayed for weed control with good re- 
sults. Canning may get underway August 
10. 


PEAS 


DELAWARE-MARYLAND, June 26 — Har- 
vest stepping up in Northern counties. 
Early crop in Queen Annes County suf- 
fered from dry weather but late crop 
seems to be in excellent shape. In general 
yields in the two States are running bet- 
ter than average. 


INDIANA, June 26—Alaska harvest will 
finish on June 27 and crop is reported to 
be good. 


MINNESOTA, June 26—Alaskas yielding 
about 70 percent of normal and Sweets 
about 85 percent. Some delay in harvest- 


ing due to rains, and possibly 5 percent 
of acreage flooded out entirely. 


NEW YORK, June 26—Alaska: Harvest 
started June 26 with an estimated 1 ton 
normal yield. 


OHIO, June 26—Heavy rains reported 
which have prevented some cultivation 
and allowed weed growth. Otherwise 
crops have made good growth. Will fin- 
ish Alaskas the end of month with yields 
reported down. 


PENNSYLVANIA, June 26—Alaska yields 
are about 50 percent of normal with only 
fair quality. Sweets show prospects of 1 
ton yields, which are still hurt from 
frosts and later hot weather. 


TRI-STATES, June 25—Harvest will con- 
tinue to end of month in some areas on 
Sweets, with better than normal yields 
reported by many, though not quite as 
good as last year. Some area yields are 
way below normal because of early cold 
and later hot, dry conditions. Rains in- 
terferred some places with harvest and 
few fields were bypassed when they over- 
matured, but we estimate a very low per- 
centage of acreage not harvested. Upper 
and Western Shore of Maryland, and 
Southern Pennsylvania yields were down 
about 50 percent. 


WISCONSIN, June 26—Showers on June 
20 and 25 gave ample rain with some 
drowning out reported in a few places 
and light hail damage to a few fields. 
Dusting in general is controlling aphid. 
Getting satisfactory yields on Alaskas of 
between 1200 to 2000 pounds, which is 
about 80 to 90 percent of normal. Tem- 
peratures went to the 90’s in daytime but 
mostly moderate with 50’s at night. 


OCONOMOWOC, WIS., June 23—All South- 
ern plants now in operation packing 
Alaskas but bad weather is hampering 
harvesting. Prior to June 21 we had 11 
days of 90 degree temperatures, which 
is very unusual. On clear days the humid- 
ity neared the saturation point. Yields 
from first fields were a little below nor- 
mal but normal yields of Alaskas may be 
gotten with more favorable conditions. 
Quality on first runs is very satisfactory 
but cool weather is needed to maintain 
this quality. Early June pack in South- 
ern plants is expected to be completed by 
July 1. Weather during next two weeks 
will control crop of sweets. Continued 
hot weather could cause a definite prob- 
lem. Prospects for the plants in North- 
ern part of State are very good as can- 
ning will begin about July 1. 


TOMATOES 


FAYETTEVILLE, ARK., June 21—Have 200 
acres and looking fine. Will get started 
August 1. 


GRAND JUNCTION, COLO., June 19—Acre- 
age 30 percent over 1955. Tomato plants 
growing well with ideal weather condi- 
ditions. 
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DELAWARE-MARYLAND, June 26—Begin- 
ning to set fruit on Lower Peninsula. 
Plants mostly in bloom in other sections. 
(rop looks good in all sections, with little 
evidence of disease. 


INDIANA, June 26 — Blooming and in 
good condition but lost 350 acres which 
were drowned out by rains. 


ALEXANDRIA, IND., June 23—Crop now 
100 percent as compared to last year’s 90 
percent at this time. Acreage is down 10 
percent from last year. Moisture is suf- 
ficient for this time. Yield as to present 
indications will be up 15 percent from 
last year. 


BLUFFTON, IND., June 25—We have 525 
acres planted as against 475 acres in 
1955. 400 acres were seeded an 125 acres 
planted with sets, and in spite of heavy 
rains totaling 5% inches the past week, 
crop looks fair but 10 days late. Rains 
have been general in Northern Indiana 
with excessive surface water covering 
some plants. Fields are weedy and lack 
cultivation. 


MUNCIE, IND., June 21—Crop about 10 
days late due to low temperatures and 
excessive moisture in May. Excessive 
rainfall this month not conducive to good 
yields. 


GEORGETOWN, KY., June 19 — Growing 
better than most seasons, but will not 
hegin picking for 5 or 6 weeks. 


CRANE, MO., June 22 — Acreage and 
growing conditions are nearly the same 
as last year. If there is any difference 
it is in acreage, which may be a little less. 


EXETER, MO., June 22—Acreage some- 
what smaller as compared to 1955. Am- 
ple moisture has given plants a good 
start. 


NEW YORK, June 26—Pushed along by 
rains, 


CLYDE, OHIO, June 22 — Late getting 
planted and 20 percent of our proposed 
acreage did not get planted. Some sec- 
tions had some hail damage last week and 
will not be replanted. Growing condi- 
tions have been good the past week. Feel 
that previous Ohio acreage reports will 
have to be revised downward account of 
adverse planting weather and lateness 
of season. 


PENNSYLVANIA, June 26 — Have made 
good recovery to the point where a normal 
cro}, is predicted at this time. 


WESLACO, TEX., June 22—Pack about 
finished; approximately 2 weeks earlier 
than normal. Pack about 70 percent of 
last year. Most canners here withdrawn. 


TRI-STATES, June 25 — Continued good 
growth under excellent weather condi- 
tions. Estimate harvesting will start 
about a week late; expect normal crop. 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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FOR 
FOOD PROCESSORS-HANDLERS 


YOU 
wre Buy 


4-Viagarax 
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*Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 


606 SPRAY 


-Free, Non-Toxic 


Kills On The U.S.D.A. has approved Niagara 


Pyrenone 606 Spray for insect control 


All These Insects in food processing and food handling 
establishments. 

Fruit Flies (Drosophila) This new formulation is an oil-free 

Common Flies emulsifiable concentrate containing 60 


per cent piperonyl butoxide and 6 per 
Grain Moths cent pyrethrum. Z/t is non-poisonous 
Gnats— Roaches and non-injurious! This is most im- 
Silverfish— Crickets portant in view of the Miller Bill in- 
secticide residue tolerances on food. 

Pyrenone 606 is easy and economical 
Ants— Mosquitoes to use. Just dilute with water and apply 
with ordinary spray equipment. For 
literature and prices see your supplier 
Cheese Mites of Niagara agricultural chemicals, your 
Niagara field man or write us. 


Niagara CHEMICAL DIVISION 


FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
Middleport, New York tm 


Spiders— Wasps 


Cheese Skippers 
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FOOD & DRUG 


National Canners Association and 
the Pure Food Law 


In exercises commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Pure Food 
Act held in Washington, December 27, Roy G. Lucks tells of 
National Canners Association’s initial and continued close coopera- 
tion in the development of this important Legislation. 


Canned foods have increased a phenom- 
enal 1100 percent in the last half century, 
climbing from about 50,000,000 cases of 
annual production to more than 625,000,- 
000 cases in 1955, it was pointed out by 
Roy G. Lucks, president of the California 
Packing Corporation and member of the 
Administrative Council of the National 
Canners Association. Mr. Lucks was 
spokesman for the canning industry at a 
special session in Washington, D. C., on 
June 27 honoring the 50th Anniversary 
of the passage by Congress on June 27, 
1906, of the original “Pure Food and 
Drugs Act.” 

The speaker pointed out that neither 
population increases nor the fact of 
greater general prosperity today could 
account solely for this striking gain in 
canned foods consumption, because the 
population has not quite doubled in 50 
years and increased production of all 
kinds of consumer goods has kept pace 
with increased income. 

“The greatest single factor in the phe- 
nomenal growth of the canning industry 
has been the gradual, but now universal 
recognition, not only of the convenience, 
but even more importantly, of the purity, 
wholesomeness, and nutritive value of 
canned food products. And there can be 
no doubt that public confidence in proc- 
essed foods has been greatly strengthened 
by the informed and intelligent adminis- 
tration of our Food and Drug laws, in 
which the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, the National Canners Association, 
and the individual members of the can- 
ning industry have so effectively cooper- 
ated,” Mr. Lucks stated. 


He reviewed the canning industry’s 
wholehearted support of the Federal 
Food, Drug and Cosmetics Act over five 
decades and stated that this “reflects the 
attitude of all responsible factors in the 
industry towards the establishment and 
maintenance of high standards of quality 
and purity of all processed foods. 


“It is one thing to respect and obey a 
law—even to obey it meticulously. But it 
is a striking and unique experience to 
encounter a regulated industry that joins 
wholeheartedly and without reservation 
in commemorating the enactment of the 
regulating statute. 
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“The most progressive elements in the 
food and drug industries, early in this 
century cooperated with Dr. Harvey W. 
Wiley and others in the long and some- 
times disheartening campaign to pass 
legislation against the improper prepara- 
tion and preservation of foods,” he said. 


The joint efforts of these pioneers to 
obtain passage of the Act led to the for- 
mation of the National Canners Associa- 
tion in 1907, Mr. Lucks explained. One of 
the primary purposes of the new organ- 
ization was to assist the new Food and 
Drug Administration in the discharge of 
its duties and responsibilities. “One of 
the first tasks that faced the Administra- 
tion and the supporting canners was to 
educate both the industry and the con- 
suming public; not only to acquaint them 
with the new laws and regulations, but 
also to convince them that these enact- 
ments were necessary and wholly in the 
public interest.” 


As a result, Mr. Lucks continued, re- 
search laboratories were established by 
the N.C.A. in Washington, in San. Fran- 
cisco (later moved to Berkeley), and in 
Seattle, and their functions and facilities 
have broadened over the years. This re- 
search work expands into institutions of 
higher learning, in most cases with co- 
operation and assistance of the N.C.A. 
and individual canners, he said. 


“The N.C.A. laboratories quickly estab- 
lished effective working relations with 
the Food and Drug Administration, and 
the mutually cooperative spirit thus en- 
gendered has continued through the 
years. The N.C.A. technologists, on their 
part, have on many occasions developed 
technical information of benefit not only 
to the canning industry, but to the Food 
and Drug Administration and the con- 
suming public as well.” 


Mr. Lucks cited examples of this sci- 
entific progress, among them the N.C.A. 
heat processing studies, contributing to 
knowledge of correct processing for the 
various canned foods. “Partly because of 
this more exact knowledge, applied to 
actual cannery operations, the modern 
housewife can buy canned foods with full 
confidence of their purity.” 


The speaker also cited the broad scale 
program aimed at developing uniform 
standards of identity, quality and fill of 
container, which “has the unqualified sup- 
port of the great majority of canners, 
and this support is the key factor in mak- 
ing them enforceable and thus increasing 
consumer confidence in our products. To- 
day must canners have their own tech- 
nical and research staffs, and many of 
the larger concerns have extensive lab- 
oratories.” One of the responsibilities of 
such technologists, he explained, is that 
of working with representatives of FDA 
in all matters of common interest, towards 
improvement of products and methods, 
and to anticipate, when possible, addi- 
tional requirements that may result from 
new research findings. 

“The paradox of the regulated indus- 
tries enthusiastically joining in celebrat- 
ing the original enactment of this regu- 
latory statute derives in large measure 
from its intelligent and sensitive enforce- 
ment by career officials.” 


COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 


Earlier in the meeting Postmaster Gen- 
eral Summerfield had announced issuance 
of a commemorative stamp honoring the 
Food Law Anniversary. First-day covers, 
with first-day cancellations of the new 
stamp, were mailed to each of the mem- 
bers of the National Canners Association 
in 47 states and the Territories. The 
envelopes contained a message signed 
jointly by Executive Secretary Carlos 
Campbell of the N.C.A. and Food and 
Drug Commissioner, Dr. George P. Lar- 
rick, honoring the aniversary and “the 
continuing friendly cooperative relation- 
ship between the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration, and the canning industry.” 

The all-day meeting was sponsored by 
the Food Law Institute; Association of 
Food and Drug Officials of the United 
States; Association of Official Agricul- 
tural Chemists; U. S. Food and Drug 
Administration, Department of Health, 
Education, and. Welfare; and Meat In- 
spection Branch, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 


V.A. WANTS 
RSP CHERRIES — The Veterans Ad- 
ministration has issued Invitations for 
Bids on 10,200 cases 6/10 Canned Red 
Sour Pitted Cherries, water pack; open- 
ing date July 23. 


GREEN BEANS — 38,500 cases 6/10 
cut Green Beans, round or flat; 3,750 
cases 24/303 cut Green Beans, Dietetic 
pack; opening date July 24. 


The Gallatin Valley Seed Co., Bozeman, 
Montana has announced the appointment 
of Allan C. Hoganson as sales and service 
representative in the Midwest area. “Al” 
was formerly Sales and Plant Manager of 
the Pec Canning Corporation, Pecatonica, 
Illinois, and has had extensive experience 
in various phases of the processing indus- 
try. He has his headquarters at Peca- 
tonica, Illinois—Phone 149. 
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CROPS and WEATHER 


(Continued from Page 5) 


FRUIT 


YUMA, ARIZ., June 20—Grapefruit: 
Juice production will be about the same 
as previous years. 


GRAND JUNCTION, COLO., June 19 — 
Peaches: Crop approximately same as 
last year. Thinning is going on at this 
time. 


DELAWARE - MARYLAND, June 26 — Ap- 
ples: Fourth cover spray is now being 
applied in Western Maryland. Crop siz- 
ing well in Smithsburg area of Washing- 
ton County. Little insect damage. 


POST FALLS, IDAHO, June 19—Apples: 
Almost a complete loss due to early No- 
vember below zero weather and severe 
damage to younger trees. 

Sour Cherries: Very light crop, also 
due to severe winter conditions. 


HUDSON VALLEY, N. Y., June 20—Red 
Sour Cherries: Estimate 40 to 50 percent 
of 1955 pack. The May 16 and 17 freeze 
came while in blossom. 

Sweet Cherries: Estimated 60 to 70 
percent of 1955 pack. Some frost dam- 
age. June drop is just showing and does 
not appear excessive. 


Concord Grapes—Good quality crop in 
prospect. Frost damage also noted in 
some low vineyards. Tonnage estimated 
at 10 to 20 percent over 1955. 


CLYDE, OHIO, June 22—Sour Cherries: 
Crop at this time looks every bit as large 
as last year, possibly larger. However, 
we have had frequent windstorms and 
some hail in this area. So far our orchard 
has not been hurt but we are vulnerable 
until the cherries are all picked. 


ASHLAND, ORE., June 20 — Bartlett 
Pears: Prospects of good crop. Fruit set 
may not be quite as heavy as last year 
but better sizes should compensate for 
equal or better tonnage. 

Elberta Peaches: Good crop and antici- 
pate increased tonnage of 10 to 15 per- 
cent over last year. 


CHILHOWIE, VA., June 21—Peaches: 40 
acres; 500 percent increase over last 
year. 

Apples: 800 acres; 250 percent increase 
over last year. 


STURGEON BAY, WIS., June 21 — Cher- 
ries: Expected a good crop in this State 
as blossoms were fine. Picture changed 
about 10 days ago when poor pollination 
started to reduce the potential crop. Crop 
prospects in other states seem to be about 
the same as ours, which means the 1956 
production could be about 40 percent less 
than 1955, or a reduction of approximate- 
ly 100,000,000 pounds. 


OTHER ITEMS 


DELAWARE-MARYLAND, June 26 — Sweet 
Potatoes: Nearly all plants had been 
transplanted. 

Cucumbers: Crop in bloom on lower 
portion of Eastern Shore. 


GEORGETOWN, KY., June 19 — Aspara- 
gus: Good quality but yield is 20 percent 
less than last year. 


NEW YORK, June 26 — Spinach: Har- 
vesting about over with yields dropping 
from normal 8 to 9 tons to as low as 5 
tons. 

Beets: About 70 to 75 percent in and 
planting continues. 


CLYDE, OHIO, June 22—Cabbage: Plant- 
ing was delayed by heavy rains but is 
now about completed. Growing condi- 
tions have been good the past week. 


TRI-STATES, June 25—Asparagus: Har- 
vest will finish, for the most part, this 
week with continued poor quality and 
yields because of hot weather. 


Northwest Berry Packers—This freez- 
ing firm, with previous headquarters at 
Bremerton, Washington, is moving opera- 
tions to Winslow, Washington, where new 
buildings are being erected to accommo- 
date new equipment and machinery for 
freezing and storing of berries. Straw- 
berries will be supplied from fields in the 
vicinity of the new plant. 


See your Robins Representative, or call 
or write direct, for full information on 
specifications, prices and delivery. 


versatile elevator. 


AND COMPANY, INC. 


Manufacturers of 


plications in every plant for this 
For instance, it 
is excellent for elevating pickles to 
Speedmatic Feeder or to tanks. 
Will lift stock to heights up to 10 ft. 


Food Processing Equipment Since 1855 
713-729 E. Lombard St., Baltimore 2, Md. 


/ in One Operation 


with the Aobins 
UTILITY ELEVATOR 


There are a number of practical ap- 


THE ROBINS LINE . 
INCLUDES EQUIPMENT 
FOR PROCESSING 


APPLES ASPARAGUS 
BEETS © CORN 
DRIED BEANS 
LIMA BEANS 
MARMALADES OLIVES 
ONIONS « PEACHES 
PEAS PEPPERS 
PICKLES POTATOES 
PUMPKIN RELISHES 
SAUERKRAUT « SHRIMP 
SPINACH 

STRAWBERRIES 
STRING BEANS TOMATOES 
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EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 


Introduction of this entirely new Hyster Company Lift Truck 
series of 3000, 4000 and 5000 lb. capacity models on pneumatic 
tires has been announced. The new gasoline-powered Hysters 
reflect current automotive trends typified by compact, close to 
the ground silhouette, increased safety, automobile-like controls, 
greater operator comfort and faster speed of operation. For fur- 
ther details contact the manufacturer at Portland, Oregon. 


FMC Elects Officers—Paul L. Davies, 
formerly President, has been elected 
Chairman of the Board of Directors and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Food Ma- 
chinery & Chemical Corporation; Ernest 
Hart, formerly Executive Vice-President 
in charge of the Chemical Divisions, has 
been elected President; and John D. 
Crummey, formerly Chairman of the 
Board, has been made Honorary Chair- 
man. 


Other executive promotions include the 
election of Dr. Carl F. Prutton, Vice- 
President and Technical Director of the 
Chemical Divisions, to Executive Vice- 
President in charge of the Chemical Divi- 
sions; James M. Hait, Vice-President, 
Director of Engineering, and Manager of 
Ordinance Division, to Executive Vice- 
President; John D. Fennebresque, for- 
merly Vice-President and Assistant to 
the President, to Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent; Jack M. Pope, Administrative Vice- 
President to Financial Vice-President; 
and Alfred T. Loeffler, Staff Executive of 
Chemical Divisions, to Vice-President. 


A fool-proof water mixer that shuts 
iiself off in case of thermostatic motor 
failure is this Type N Hydroguard intro- 
duced by the Powers Regulator Company, 


Skokie, Ill. The mixer will also shut off 
the required port in case of hot or cold 
water supply failure. Unique features 
include rotating inlets and outlet, which 
turn in 90 degree steps so that the mixer 
can be installed in any position. Tempera- 
ture settings in the 65-115 or 85-160 de- 
gree F ranges are controlled by a con- 
cealed adjustment which can be locked to 
prevent tampering. 


Standard-Knapp, Division of Emhart 
Mfg. Co., has established a New England 
district office located for the present at 
the automatic packaging machinery com- 
pany’s Portland, Conn., headquarters. 
ares A. J. Hetzel, associated with Standard- 

Knapp’s home office for ten years, is in 

charge. Assisting him as sales engineer 
cl is Jay H. Samuels, formerly with the 
New York district office. The new office, 
which replaces an agency representation, 
is intended to improve customer contact 
and service. 


The Ericz Model LS Ferrotrap has been designed to answer 
the need for a low-cost, sanitary magnetic separator to auto- 
matically protect liquid processing lines against fine ‘iron and 
tramp iron damage and to assure an iron-free product. The cut- 
away photo shows the Alnico V magnetic tube which safely holds 
ferrous contamination away from the liquid flow. All surfaces 
exposed to the product are 304 stainless steel and all connections 
are sanitary and easily taken apart for cleaning purposes. Model 
LS Ferretrap can be installed in most any position, requires no 
wires, no electricity but the powerful Alnico V magnetic element 
is guaranted to maintain its strength indefinitely. For further 
information write Eriez Manufacturing Company, Erie 6, Pa. 
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AGRICULTURE 


Growth Regulator Triples Height 
of Some Plants 


A rare and little-known substance that 
has eaused remarkable acceleration of 
growth in a number of plants offers un- 
usual possibilities as a growth-regulating 
chemical, the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture reports. 

In preliminary greenhouse experiments, 
gibberellic acid (one form of the chem- 
ical) has doubled or tripled the heights of 
various kinds of plants. Only one appli- 
cation of the chemical, in very minute 
amounts, Was made in each case. 

In these tests at USDA’s Agricultural 
Research Center, Beltsville, Md., gibber- 
ellie acid was applied in a lanolin paste 
mixture externally to the stems of young 
plants. Within 3 to 4 weeks following 
treatment, ornamentals such as geran- 
ium, poinsettia, sunflower, rose, salvia, 
dwarf dahlia, petunia, and aster had 
grown one-half to 3 times taller than 
comparable untreated plants. 

Heights of crop plants such as snap- 
bean, soybean, peanut, pepper, eggplant, 
corn, and barley were in many cases 
doubled or tripled by similar application 


of the chemical. During the early stages 
of growth, both the weight of fresh soy- 
bean and snapbean plants and the amount 
of solid matter in them were increased 
by 30 to 40 percent with gibberellic acid. 


In limited tests with several vege- 
tables, including tomatoes, snapbeans, 
and peppers, applying the chemical di- 
rectly to the fruit did not affect fruit 
growth. 

New growth of young forest trees such 
as willow oak, tulip poplar, and maple 
was greatly increased by treatment with 
gibberellic acid. However, similar appli- 
cations to two species of pine and white 
spruce caused only slight increase in 
growth of new shoots. 


Under greenhouse conditions, gibber- 
ellic acid retarded flowering of some or- 
namental and crop plants, while in others 
it advanced flowering by one to several 
weeks. 

Only minute amounts of the chemical 
are needed to produce these effects. As 
little as one-millionth of an ounce of gib- 


berellic acid in one ounce of water caused 
plants to grow taller in some of the Belts- 
ville tests. Although all initial applica- 
tions of the acid were in a lanolin paste 
mixture, researchers have now switched 
to using a foliar spray, which is easier to 
apply. 

Even though gibberellic acid itself is 
not new, having been known for some 
years, its present experimental use as a 
growth regulator on a wide variety of 
horitcultural, agronomic, and forest-tree 
species is a relatively new development. 


The acid was first obtained. from a fun- 
gus of the genus Gibberella that has long 
been a major disease of rice in Japan, 
causing excessive elongation of the rice 
plants and reduced yield. When early 
work on prevention of this disease was 
carried on in Japan, researchers noticed 
the characteristic elongation of plants 
grown in media containing the fungus, 
and they later isolated the fungus chem- 
icals responsible for this increased 
growth not only of rice but of other kinds 
of plants. Studies on its characteristics 
by scientists at Beltsville were initiated 
as part of a continuing research pro- 
gram on plant-growth-regulating com- 
pounds. 

Physiologists P. C. Marth, W. V. Audia, 
and J. W. Mitchell of USDA’s Agricul- 
tural Research Service are conducting the 
work on gibberellic acid at Beltsville. 
Their initial success in dramatically in- 
creasing plant growth has led them to 
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Food lovers say ‘m-m-m-m" 


when they see and taste 


Capacities up to 
7,000 Ibs. per hour 


on 1/8” cubes— <> 

up to 14,000 Ibs. 4 
per hour on 1/4” 

cubes. 
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URSCHEL 


PICKLE RELISH 


CUT WITH THE URSCHEL MODEL “R” DICER 


Here’s why: 


It produces crisp, uniform pieces that are 


more appetizing! 


It eliminates loss of pickle liquid due to product 
crushing—all the juice is locked in! 


Dices relish sizes from 1/16” x 1/8” x 1/8” 
to 1/8” x 1/4” x 1/4”. Also other sizes up to 
1/4” x 1/2” x 1/2” for’ special products. 


Unit needs less than 9 sq. ft. of floor space. 


LABORATORIES inc. 
VALPARAISO, INDIANA 


Get the full, profitable story, write today to: 
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News 


Homer E. Hooks of Lake Wales, Flor- 
ida, who has been Marketing Manager 
of Florida Citrus Canners Cooperative at 
Lake Wales for the past four years, and 
prior to that was Vice-President of the 
Lakeland Highlands Canning Company, 
Highlands City, and Secretary-Manager 
of the Canners League of Florida at 
Lakeland, has been named General Man- 
ager of H. B. Hood & Sons citrus canning 
and concentrating operations at Dunedin, 
effective August 1. The Hood company 
recently purchased the Dunedin plant, 
one of the largest in Florida, from Min- 
ute Maid Corporation. This constitutes 
Hocd’s first outright ownership of citrus 
processing facilities, although the com- 
pany packed chilled orange juice this past 
season in a joint venture in Orlando. 


Apple growers in the Hudson Valley of 
New York State, have contracted with a 
San Jose, California, cloud-seeding com- 
pany to try to end destructive storms 
during the crop season. The group is or- 
ganized as the Hudson Valley Crop Serv- 
ice Cooperative, Inc., and have signed a 
contract with the Weather Modification 
Service of San Jose, at a price of $60,000 
for preventive work starting July 1. The 
work will be conducted for the benefit of 
apple growers in Duchess, Ulster, Colum- 
bia, and Orange counties. 


Iowa-Nebraska Canners Association— 
The Annual Meeting of the Iowa-Nebras- 
ka Canners Association will be held at 
the Hotel Fort Des Moines, Des Moines, 
Iowa, November 8 and 9. There will be 
a dinner meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors on the evening of the 8th, with the 
canners meeting on the 9th, and possibly 
continuing over to the 10th. 


Continental-Gair — General Lucius D. 
Clay, chairman of the board of Continen- 
tal Can Company, and George E. Dyke, 
chairman of the board of Robert Gair 
Company, Inc., announced June 28 that 
they had agreed in principle on a basis 
for the merger of the two enterprises, 
subject to the usual checks of all business 
and legal matters. The merger has been 
approved by the Directors of Continental 
and the Executive Committee of Robert 
Gair, both of whom will recommend it 
to their stockholders. The proposal calls 
for an exchange of common stock at the 
ration of 8/10 share of Continental for 
each share of Gair. 


10 


Fish Processors to Merge—T. F. San- 
doz, President of Columbia River Packers 
Association, Inc., and Malcolm Mac- 
Noughton, President of Hawaiian Tuna 
Packers, Ltd., have jointly announced 
that the Board of Directors of the respec- 
tive companies have approved a merger 
of the two firms. Briefly, the plan pro- 
vides for Columbia River Packers issuing 
its stock for all of the assets of Hawaiian 
Tuna Packers. 


S. W. Nelson, Sales Representative for 


Florida Citrus Canners Cooperative, Lake 
Wales, Florida, has been appointed by the 
Florida Citrus Commission to the Mer- 
chandising Division for assignment in 
Europe with headquarters at Stockholm, 
Sweden, where he will joint Alfred La- 
Rocque, FCC European Merchandiser for 
the past year. The two-man team will 
cover all major elements of the European 
citrus market. 


G. F. Heublein & Bros., of Hartford, 
Conn., have announced plans for the erec- 
tion of $1,000,000 distillery for the mak- 
ing of vodka at San Mateo, Calif. Dr. 
William Martin, executive vice-president 
of the firm states that as a side line, the 
canning of split pea soup will also be 
carried on. 


Processed Apples Institute—M. E. 
Knouse, President Knouse Foods Cooper- 
ative, Inc., Peach Glen, Pennsylvania, was 
elected President of the Processed Ap- 
ples Institute at the Fifth Annual Meet- 
ing held at the Greenbrier Hotel, White 
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. Elmer 
J. Yoder, C. H. Musselman Company, was 
elected one of three vice-presidents, along 
with L. W. Brown, National Fruit Prod- 
uct Company, and H. E. Meinhold, Duffy- 
Mott Company. J. Pickney Arthur, Shen- 
andoah Valley Apple Cider & Vinegar 
Corporation, will serve as Secretary; and 
Gordon I. Van Eenwyk, Fruit Belt Pre- 
serving Company, as Treasurer. 

Directors elected are T. Denman Bar- 
low, The Barlow Company; Richard E. 
Byrd, H. F. Byrd, Inc.; Gordon D. Bow- 
man, Bowman Apple Products Company; 
and retiring President James J. Tormey, 
Lyndonville Canning Company. 


Robert Gair Company has opened a new 
folding carton sales office in Dallas, 
Texas, in charge of James W. Howry, 
who has transferred from the company’s 
Kansas City office. 


Society of Tri-Staters—Charles W. St. 
Clair, Secretary-Treasurer, has requested 
members to advise him who will attend 
the dinner-dance to be held at the Miles 
River Yacht Club, St. Michaels, Md. on 
Thursday evening, July 12, the day prior 
to the Tri-State Packers Association 
Summer Outing, and also those who will 
join the fishing party on the Bay out of 
Tilghman Island on Saturday, July 14. 
The cost for each event will be $5.50 per 
person for members and $6.50 for non- 
members. All reservations must be in not 
later than July 9. Mr. St. Clair can be 
reached at 2039 Aliceanna Street, Balti- 
more $1, Maryland. 


Tri-State Summer Outing — The Tri- 
State Packers Association Summer Out- 
ing is to be held at the Miles River Yacht 
Club, St. Michaels, Maryland, on Friday, 
July 18, and will include luncheon, crab 
feast, and boat rides, along with other 
enjoyable club facilities. Those who plan 
to attend and stay overnight should make 
reservations at the Tidewater Inn at 
Easton, Maryland, well in advance. 


Country Gardens, Ine., Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, has announced the appointment 
of the following brokers to its Central 
Division Sales Force: Southeastern Sales 
Co., Montgomery, Ala.; J. S. Brown & 
Sons, New Iberia, La.; Brown Brokerage 
Co., Shreveport, La.; Klingensmith & 
Company, Fort Wayne, Ind. These firms 
will represent Country Gardens on its 
“Country Garden,” “Crystal Brook” and 
“Tasty Pak” label sales as well as private 
label sales. 


Henry Wollum, President and Manager 
of the Owen Canning Corporation, Owen, 
Wisconsin, and his wife, were seriously 
injured in an automobile accident on Sat- 
urday evening, June 16, when their car 
was struck from the rear by another car 
traveling at high speed. Mr. Wollum, suf- 
fered a broken arm and broken ribs, and 
Mrs. Wollum a broken leg and dislocated 
hip. Later reports say that they are mak- 
ing satisfactory recovery. 


Formal anouncement was made recent- 
ly by directors of the California Packing 
Corporation, San Francisco, Calif., of the 
declaration of a dividend of 55 cents a 
share on company stock, payable August 
15th. During the past year the payment 
was at the rate of 45 cents a share. 
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Libby Strike—An item which appeared 
in the June 11 “Canning Trade” about 
the strike against the Libby California 
plants, contains several erroneous state- 
ments, which CT is glad to correct. 

First sentence read: “Strikes against 
four plants of Libby, McNeill & Libby, 
and one in Washington, have been called 
by the Cannery Workers Union.” 

Correction: One strike was called by 
the Teamsters Union against the com- 
pany’s five Northern California plants. 
There were no negotiations against any 
of the company’s Washington plants. 

Last sentence read: “The canning firm 
has a plan of its own, similar to that of 
the California Packing Corporation . . .” 


Correction: We are now advised that 
the only similarity between the two com- 
panies on the pension matter is that both 
have well established pension plans of 
their own. Libby’s plan is on a non-con- 
tributory basis (company pays all the 
costs), whereas we understand that Cal- 
pak has a contributory plan in which 
both employer and employe pay into the 
fund, 

“Canning Trade” regrets these errors. 

An agreement has since been reached 
with the Union under which Libby will 
retain its own pension plan while using 
the Union’s pension plan with certain 
special provisions as an offset for Union 
members. Pensions were the key to agree- 
ment on all issues, and other elements in 
the new three year contract were nego- 


tiated without difficulty. These include 
wage increases of 1114 cents per hour for 
men, and 10 cents for women, retroactive 
to March 1, and further increases of 5 
cents per hour for both men and women 
next year, and again the following year. 
The company has also agreed to revise 
certain job classifications with the Union. 
As now set up the company will be able 
to protect present benefits of its long- 
service employes. 


Continental Can Company has an- 
nounced the acquisition of Canadian 
Crown Cork Co. Limited. The announce- 
ment was made jointly in Montreal by 
Frank A. Whittall, president of Continen- 
tal Can Company of Canada Limited and 
John M. Gardiner, president and general 
manager of Canadian Crown. The move 


_marks the first entry of a metal container 


company in Canada into the crown cork 
field. Completion of negotiations whereby 
Continental purchased the capital stock 
of Canadian Crown through its subsidi- 
ary, Colonial Canners Limited, will add 
crown cork production to existing Conti- 
nental facilities in metal containers, 
paper cups and paper milk bottles. 


Sherlock McKewen, who recently re- 
tired as vice-president of the Continen- 
tal Can Company, has been made a direc- 
tor of S & W Fine Foods, Inc., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., succeeding Adrien J, Falk, 


who retired as president and director on 
April 30. Mr. MeKewen served almost 
30 years with Continental. 


WHOLESALERS COMPLETE 
EUROPEAN TOUR 


Forty Topflight American Wholesale 
Grocers have just returned from a five 
week tour of seven western European 
nations on a privately financed project of 
their own in “international economic co- 
operation.” 

The Clinic Abroad organized by the 
National - American Wholesale Grocers 
Association, was an outgrowth of mem- 
ber sessions in this country at which ad- 
vanced distribution techniques were 
studied and adapted to wholesaling oper- 
ations. Similarly wholesale grocers have 
been presenting the “mysteries” of super 
market operation, promotion and adver- 
tising and automation in distribution to 
their counterparts in England, Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy and 
France. 

The group was the official delegation of 
the American Wholesale Grocery Indus- 
try to the Third International Congress 
on Food Distribution in Rome, June 
18-22, presenting “New Conceptions of 
Wholesaling in the United States.” This 
report was developed by Rudolph L. 
Treuenfels, Vice-President and Market- 
ing Counsel of the Association who also 
was Chairman of the Wholesalers Clinic 
Abroad. 


TOMATO 
HAMPERS 


ALL KINDS 


5/8 Tomat 


Portsmouth 
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Field Hamp 


Our 5/8 Tomato Field Hampers 
are made of selected hardwoods 
for added durability and long 
life. Supplied with Plastex or 
Cellu-san treatment if desired. 


Write or phone for full information 


Planters Manufacturing Company, Inc. 
Phone EXport 7-0744 
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Virginia 


PIEDMONT LABEL co. INC 
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This is CONTINENTAL’S new 


dedicated to the production of 


The product of the handsome building pictured here will be more rapid improvement 
of cans and canning methods, for the immediate benefit of Continental customers. 


This is the new multi-million-dollar research and development center of Con- 
tinental’s Metal Division, located in Chicago. It brings together under one roof 265 
creative-minded scientists and engineers. With as many more technicians and 
assistants, they function as a closely knit team—in developing better materials, 
processes and machines—and in taking a fresh, new look at package design. 


At their disposal are the most modern chemical, physical and engineering 
laboratories. Also contained in the 260,000 square feet of the center are complete 
pilot-plant facilities for checking out any individual proposal against considerations 
of cost, adaptability to present equipment, and good production practices. 


Backing up the new center are other Metal Division laboratories at New York 
and Hayward, Calif., the Central Research and Development Division facilities in 
Chicago, which handle long-range experimental work, and 18 field laboratories 
across the nation. 
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research and development center 


better cans and canning methods 


To all our friends who pack 


| F OOD eee 
OO" our doors and facilities are 
always open to you 


New developments in processed food containers will come to you faster than ever, 
now that our new Metal Division research and development center is working for you. 
Expect more ideas like our new cluster-beaded cans in #10, 46-0z., and 42% sizes. Two 
sets of narrow bead clusters, placed equidistant from the top and bottom of the can, 
increase paneling resistance and axial load resistance. Look for more engineering 
advances like our 423 HCM—capable of closing up to 1200 cans a minute. 


CONTINENTAL E CAN COMPANY 


Eastern Division: 100 E. 42nd St., New York 17 
Central Division: 135 So. La Salle St., Chicago 3 
Pacific Division: Russ Building, San Francisco 4 
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PLANTED ACREAGE 


The prospective 1956 total planted 
acreage of nine vegetables for commer- 
cial processing is 1.78 million acres, ac- 
cording to a June 22 report of the USDA 
Crop Reporting Board. Such an acreage 
is about 9 percent more than last year’s 
plantings of these crops and one percent 
less than the average plantings for the 
1945-54 period. 

Preliminary Planted Acreage by Crops 
for 1956, with 1955, in parentheses (), 
for comparison, follows: Green Lima 
Beans 111,250 acres (105,070); Snap 
Beans 147,790 acres (146,010) ; Beets for 
canning 20,720 acres (18,590); Cabbage 
for Kraut (contract) 9,820 acres (7,680) ; 
Sweet Corn 479,800 acres (407,850) ; 
Cucumbers for Pickles 124,470 acres, 
(134,220); Green Peas 504,100 acres 
(470,400) ; Winter and Spring Spinach 
25,070 acres (25,110); Tomatoes 355,550 
acres (322,720); Total 9 crops 1,778,570 
acres (1,637,650). 


PEAS FOR CANNING ONLY — The 
planted acreage figures for peas for can- 
ning for 1956, reported by the National 
Canners Association, Statistics Division, 
based on reports from all canners known 
to have packed peas for canning this sea- 
son, with estimates for three firms not 
reporting, and covering only peas planted 
for canning and not including acreage for 
other forms of processing, which how- 
ever, in harvesting, some acreage may be 
diverted to other forms of processing 
other than canning, are as follows, 1955 
total acreage in parentheses ( ) for com- 
parison: Maine and New York, Alaskas 
none, Sweets 7,773 acres, total 7,773 
acres, (11,443) —32%; Maryland, Alas- 
kas 2,692 acres, Sweets 5,087 acres, total 
7,779 acres, (7,997) —3%; Delaware and 
New Jersey, Alaskas 835 acres, Sweets 
970 acres, total 1,805 acres, (1,175) 
+54%; Pennsylvania, Alaskas 3,149 
acres, Sweets 5,876 acres, total 9,025 
acres, (9,962) —9%; Ohio, Alaskas 876 
acres, Sweets 451 acres, Total 1,327 acres 
(1,570) —15%; Indiana, Alaskas 2,801 
acres, Sweets none, total 2,801 acres, 
(2,806) no change; Illinois, Algskas 
7,473 acres, Sweets 23,341 acres, total 
30,814 acres, (28,160) +9% ; Michigan, 
Alaskas none, Sweets 2,835 acres, total 
2,835 acres, (3,408) —17%; Wisconsin, 
Alaskas 37,570 acres, Sweets 94,526 
acres, total 132,096 acres, (126,751) 


+4%; Minnesota, Alaskas 14,365 acres, 
Sweets 31,392 acres, total 45,757 acres, 
(42,239) +89%; Utah and Idaho, Alaskas 
none, Sweets 10,539 acres, total 10,539 
acres, (10,253) +3; Washington and 
Oregon, Alaskas 5,794 acres, Sweets 63,- 
080 acres, total 68,874 acres, (62,751) 
+10%; Other States, Alaskas 3,413 
acres, Sweets 9,171 acres, total 12,584 
acres (11,339) +11%; U.S. Total, Alas- 
kas 78,968 acres, Sweets 255,041 acres, 
total 334,009 acres, (319,854) +4%. 


SNAP BEANS—Of the 147,790 acres 
planted, it is estimated that 124,845 acres 
were green varieties and 22,745 acres 
wax varieties. Last year the correspond- 
ing acreages were 126,620 acres and 19,- 
390 acres, respectively. 


SWEET CORN—Of the 479,800 acres, 
plantings of Bantam and other yellow 
varieties in 1956 are expected to total 
429,420 acres; Country Gentlemen 38,- 
400; Evergreen and Narrow Grain 3,660; 
and other white varieties 8,320 acres. 
The corresponding figures for 1955 are: 
Bantam and other yellow varieties 365,- 
990 acres; Country Gentlemen 29,250 
acres; Evergreen and Narrow Grain 
8,980 acres, and other white varieties 
3,630 acres. 


CANNERS’ STOCKS 
JUNE 1, 1956 


Figures compiled by the National Can- 
ners Association’s Division of Statistics 
show the following stocks and shipments 
as of June 1, 1956 with 1955 figures in 
parentheses for comparison. 


SNAP BEANS—Total supply to June 
1, 1956, 29,070,463 actual cases (32,132,- 
016); Shipments for the season 23,458,- 
070 actual cases (26,085,971); June 1 
stocks 5,612,393 actual cases (6,046,045). 


SWEET CORN—Total supply 1955-56 
season 34,529,848 actual cases (41,906,- 
085); Shipments for the season 29,193,- 
633 actual cases (32,103,491); June 1 
stocks 5,336,215 actual cases (9,802,594). 


PEAS — Total supply 1955-56 season 
33,095,573 actual cases (31,488,113) ; 
Shipments for the season 31,037,141 ac- 
tual cases (29,614,852); June 1 stocks 
2,058,482 actual cases (1,873,261). 


APRICOTS—Total supply 1955-56 sea- 
son, basis 24/2%, 6,144,000 cases (3,829,- 
000); Shipments for the season 4,922,000 


eases (3,604,000) ; June 1 stocks 1,222,000 
cases (225,000). 


SWEET CHERRIES — Total supply 
1955-56 season, basis 24/2%, 1,647,000 
cases (1,171,000); Shipments for the sea- 
son 1,232,000 cases (901,000); June 1 
stocks 415,000 cases (270,000). 


RED PITTED CHERRIES — Total 
supply 1955-56 season 5,027,051 actual 
cases (3,253,052) ; Shipments for the sea- 
son 4,491,773 actual cases (3,048,186) ; 
June 1 stocks 535,278 actual cases (204, 
866). 


PEACHES—Total supply 1955-56 sea- 
son, basis 24/24, 23,584,000 cases (21,- 
880,000) ; Shipments for the season 21,- 
345,000 cases (20,834,000) ; June 1 stocks 
2,239,000 cases (1,046,000). 


PEARS—Total supply 1955-56 season, 
basis 24/24, 9,932,000 cases (8,655,000) ; 
Shipments for the season 8,203,000 cases 
(7,068,000) ; June 1 stocks 1,729,000 cases 
(1,587,000). 


BABY FOODS—Total supply June 1, 
1956, basis thousands of dozens, 128,240 
(127,772) ; Shipments January through 
May 69,930 (64,603); June 1 stocks 58,- 
310 (63,169). 


DISTRIBUTORS STOCKS OF 
JUNE. 1, 1956 


As reported by the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus, U. S. Department of Commerce, with 
June 1, 1955 figures for comparison. 

(Thousands of Actual Cases) 
VEGETABLES 


6/1/56 6/1/55 
Beans, Green & WaX...........c008 2,909 3,248 
8,155 3,328 
Applesauce 1,260 1,272 
Cherries, red-pitted 536 446 
Cherries, Sweet. ...... 295 n.a. 
Fruit Cocktail! ........ 1,462 1,644 
Grapefruit sezments = 154 n.a. 
1,113 1,169 
293 n.a. 
JUICES 
Grapefruit 1,077 1,130 
Orange ..... 1,319 1,566 
Pineapple . 1,074 1,164 
Fisu 
* Maine Sardine Canners Association reports 


64,000 cases in canncrs hands as of June 1, 1956. 
n.a.—-Not available. 
' Includes fruit for salad and mixed fruits (ex- 
cept citrus). 
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: MARKET S NEWS 


NEW YORK MARKET 


Good Interest In Spots — Citrus Juices 

Wanted—Salmon And Sardine Packs Run- 

ning Light—Tuna Demand Improves—Heavy 

Cut In Cherry Pack—Tomatoes Strong— 

Opening Pea Prices Named—Fruit Market 
Quiet. 


By “New York Stater” 


New York, N. Y., June 29, 1956 


THE SITUATION—A broader buying 
interest developed in sections of the spot 
market, this applying especially to such 
products as citrus juices, many canned 
fish, some fruits, especially peaches and 
apricots and many vegetables. In a num- 
ber of instances, the supply situation is 
very tight and buyers found it impossible 
to contract their needs. 


The outstanding development was the 
heavy buying of citrus juices. The trade 
had been warned of the rather short sup- 
ply for weeks, but there was very little 
response. However, as soon as the usual 
Summer weather hit the Eastern part of 
the country, there followed a big demand 
for orange, grapefruit and blended juices. 
This has forced prices into higher ground 
and at the same time some packers with- 
drew offers. Some of the canners sold so 
much that they were forced out of the 
market temporarily in order to check in- 
ventory against sales. 


The buying of fish was again centered 
in salmon and sardines, with the call for 
tuna improving. The reason for the lag 
in the latter is that many outlets have 
been carrying heavy stocks for some time 
and are now working off a good share of 
these holdings. Full replacement buying 
has not as yet come into the market. In 
vegetables and fruits the demand is to 
cover retail requirements where these 
sellers were meeting with a heavy call 
from consumers for salads during the hot 
weather. 


THE OUTLOOK — Actually there is 
little, if any change, in trend, the trade 
being confident that firm prices will pre- 
vail for sometime. Furthermore, many 
fruits and vegetables will go into the new 
season with very limited carryover. 

Weather conditions for crop growth in 
many parts of the country were better 
the past week, although in the East and 
Mid-west there were some complaints of 
excessive heat causing bunching in pea 
harvest, 


COLUMBIA RIVER SALMON — A 
leading canner opened on the basis of 
$22.50 per case for fancy chinooks, f.o.b. 
shipping point, which is 50 cents a case 
higher than last year. The upturn is 
based mainly on higher production costs 
and the fact that fishermen are able to 
secure 35 cents a lb. for the raw fish. 
Packers are fighting this price, and want 
to establish a level of 32 cents a lb. but 
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so far fishermen have been able to sell 
at the higher price. Another canner who 
has been withdrawn for some time, just 
returned to the market at a basis of 
$24.00 per case, halves, fancy chinooks. 

The River opened for commercial fish- 
ing on June 20 and packing will be con- 
tinued until July 15. The trade figures 
that there must be a good run of fancy 
chinook salmon during the next few 
weeks in order to insure any worthwhile 
pack. 

There were no new developments as re- 
gards the Alaska salmon. No official 
prices have been set on Copper River 
sockeyes. 


JAPANESE CRABMEAT—One West 
Coast interest offered a limited quantity 
of Japanese pack Kegani crabmeat under 
their label. It was listed as choice grade 
and offered at $8.90 per case, f.o.b. Seat- 
tle, packed 24 tins to the case. 


MAINE SARDINES—Improvement in 
the fish run was reported from many of 
the important canning centers, but the 
pack totals continued to lag despite this 
development. All packers suddenly found 
themselves in a labor shortage. Reports 
are that many who formerly were em- 
ployed in the fish canneries either moved 
out of the area, or found employment in 
other industries, where the work was not 
only steady, but the wage scale above 
that offered by canners. There is an ex- 
cellent spot demand at $8.00 pre case for 
keyless, quarters f.o.b. shipping point. 
Stocks everywhere are reported as un- 
usually light. 


TUNA FISH — Market interest was 
broadening which was to be expected in 
view of the unusually hot weather in the 
Eastern marketing zone. Replacement 
call has not been as heavy as looked for, 
however, from many of the large trade 
outlets and the trade feeling is that most 
of these interests carried unusually heavy 
supplies and were first inclined to work 
these off before re-entering the market. 

Prices were very steady, but generally 
without change. Fancy white albacore, 
solid pack f.o.b. California was offered 
at from $13.50 to $15.00 per case, halves, 
as to seller and packing, while light meat 
was $11.50 to $13.00 per case f.o.b. Jap- 
anese tuna offerings of both light and 
white meat remained moderate. 


RSP CHERRIES—A smaller U.S. pack 
is almost a certainty. The U.S.D.A. indi- 
cated that production of sour cherries in 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michi- 
gan and Wisconsin will be around 93,400 
tons, whereas the production last year in 
these areas totaled 138,700 tons. The 10 
year average is 105,300 tons. In New 
York, the harvest of sour cherries is ex- 
pected to be the smallest since 1947 at 
14,500 tons. Total U.S. crop is now esti- 
mated at 104,680 tons, some 30 percent 
less than last season and 10 percent less 
than the average. 


In nearly all areas the crop sustained 
considerable frost damage during the lat- 
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ter half of May even though the trees 
bloomed very late in most localities. 


The market is firm. Scattered lots of 
303s, were offered out of Michigan around 
$1.75, with 10s at $8.25, for 1955 packs. 
Nothing was offered out of Wisconsin. 


CITRUS JUICES — A leading Florida 
canner returned to the market and quoted 
all citrus juices. Generally the prices 
named were very firm and around the 
highs for the season. Unsweetened orange 
juice was $1.47% for 2s, $3.25 for 46 oz. 
and $6.80 for 10s. Blended, covering both 
sweetened and unsweetened was $1.22%, 
$2.65 and $5.55, while grapefruit juice 
was 97% cents, $2.10 and $4.40 per doz., 
f.o.b. cannery for both sweetened and 
unsweetened. 


The packing season is about over and 
many State institutions were seeking 
large stocks, a number having apparently 
miscalculated on their inventory posi- 
tions. A short grapefruit position was 
further aggravated by a movement from 
eanners hands of 112,000 cases greater 
than was packed. 


Grapefruit segments and citrus salads 
while firm, were generally unchanged as 
to price. 


TOMATOES — A strong market pre- 
vails. Offerings out of Texas, Florida and 
the Tri-States were extremely limited 
and in some instances confined to but one 
or two sizes. Texas canners were with- 
drawn on 303s, and offered 1s at 92% 
cents and 10s at $6.75. There were only 
a few offerings out of Maryland at $1.45 
for 303s. Here also a number of canners 
were withdrawn. There have been heavy 
rains, with hail in sections of Pennsylvania 
along with flash floods that resulted in 
crop damage, but the full extent of this 
loss has not been determined. 


PEAS —A _ mid-west canner opened 
prices as follows covering 1056 packs: 
Fancy 1 sieve early Junes 303s $2.60, 2 
sieve $2.30 and 3 sieve $1.75. Extra stand- 
ard 3 sieves 303s were $1.50 for early 
Junes, fancy 2 sieve sweets $2.15 and 3 
sieve $1.75, per doz., f.o.b. cannery ship- 
ping point. Eastern markets, while gen- 
erally unchanged, were very steady and 
harvest continues, but with sudden 
weather changes causing work interrup- 
tion from time to time. 


BLUEBERRIES — Reports from the 
New Jersey area indicated that culti- 
vated blueberries will be ready for can- 
ning in a week or so. The crop is late and 
unfavorable weather conditions held back 
maturity. The trade opinion is that a 
smaller than expected crop is likely in 
view of the frosts of a month or so ago. 
There are some packers accepting S.A.P. 
business at this time. Meanwhile spot of- 
ferings were heard at $15.50 per doz., for 
10s, faney water pack and $16.50 for 
syrup pack. 


CALIFORNIA FRUITS—Recent esti- 
mates covering yields of the major fruits 
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in California attracted attention, al- 
though in nearly all instances the totals 
were in line with most ideas. Currently 
the market is quiet, but the indications 
are that there will be short packs of apri- 
cots and many of the fruits produced in 
the Northwest. 

The California Canning Peach Associa- 
tion has announced its price for the 1956 
season for the cling peach crop at $73.00 
per ton which is $7.50 per ton less than 
last year’s price set at $80.50 per ton. 
The trade now will wait and see just how 
growers will react to the move. Mean- 
while, demand for cling peaches will be 
heavy as a result of almost exhausted 
s.ocks in most of the trade outlets. 


CHICAGO MARKET 


Advance Sales Run Heavy —- Cpening Pea 

trices Show Higher Froduction Costs—No> 

Tomatces To Sell——Corn Prices Strong — 

Creen Bean Market Steady—Kraut Situation 

Tight — Citrus Unchanged — West C2ra:t 
Fruits Quiet. 


By “Midwest” 


Chicago, IIll., June 29, 1956 


THE SITUATION — Wisconsin pea 
canners started another pea pack on its 
way this week and it came none too soon 
judging by demands which have gone 
unfilled for the past few weeks. Some 
prices have been named and they are 
higher than last year which is the end 
result of higher costs on cans, cartons 
and labor. However, there isn’t going to 
be much arguement at present because 
the trade needs peas and they need them 
quickly. 


One of the interesting aspects of the 
current short market on many major 
canned food items has been the trade’s 
efforts to get under cover on 1956 packs. 
Bookings, contracts, setasides or however 
these commitments may be described, 
they have supplied canners with their 
greatest advance sales in many years. 
Distributors are becoming aware of the 
smaller number of sources still available 
from which they can secure their re- 
quirements and are concerned about hav- 
ing part or all of their needs under cover 
with the right kind of people. Many can- 
ners are reporting a sold up position al- 
ready based on pre-season orders and 
anticipated packs. It appears here in 
Chicago that there is less spot business 
every year and a definite trend to pre- 
season arrangements between buyer and 
seller which cover requirements from one 
season to the next. Speculation for the 
most part is a thing of the past and the 
c«mphasis now seems to be on short pro- 
fits, large volume and fast turn over of 
stocks. It’s a decided change from the 
conditions of twenty year ago and re- 
quires a lot of different techniques. 


PEAS—First quotations from Wis- 
consin on the 1956 pack of peas make it 
obvious that higher production costs are 
having a bearing on what distributors 
will pay for peas this year. Fancy 1 
sieve Alaskas are quoted at $2.60 for 
303s with 2s at $2.30 and 3s at $1.75. 
Extra standard 3s are listed at $1.50 
while standard fours are at $1.30. In 
tens fancy 2s are offered at $12.50 with 
extra standard 3s at $8.75 and standard 
fours at $7.25. In the case of sweets, 
fancy fours are listed at $1.55 for 303s 
and $8.75 for tens with fancy 5s at $1.50 
and $8.50 while the ungraded are at 
$1.60 and $9.25. In most cases these 
prices are higher than last year but are 
not expected to find much opposition at 
present. The late start and recent hot 
weather has hurt the pack of Alaskas 
and final figures will be down from last 
year. Sweets still look in good shape at 
the moment. 


TOMATOES—Activity is at a mini- 
mum and has been for quite some time 
now simply because there is so little to 
sell. Local canners are out of business 
on spot goods and have their attention 
focused on the new crop which was late 
getting into the ground. Bookings have 
been heavy and early shipments will be 
the same way. 


TOMATO PRODUCTS — The same 
situation exists on all tomato products 
as does on tomatoes with no change ex- 
pected until goods from the 1956 packs 
are ready. 


CORN—There seem to be a little 
more standard corn around recently than 
there has been for some time but prices 
are still strong at $1.20 for 308s and 
$7.50 for tens. Fancy corn, especially 
whole kernel, remains very tight with 
little liklihood of any change until 
another pack rolls around. Almost all 
shipments coming into this market are 
instructions against previous commit- 
ments. 


GREEN AND WAX BEANS — The 
tight situation on wax beans is getting 
tighter all the time and Chicago buyers 
have given up hope in regards to better 
grades until the new pack is ready in 
August. Early sales have been heavy 
and so have instructions for fast ship- 
ments when ready. Green beans are in 
better shape although the market price- 
wise appears to be holding its own. New 
York canners are holding fancy three 
sieve cuts at $1.55 for 303s and $9.00 for 
tens while southern canners are asking 
$1.25 and $7.50 for extra standards and 
$1.15 and $6.25 for standards. 

Fortunately the hot weather of the 
past few weeks has held down the sale of 
kraut as supplies available now are going 
to be totally inadequate to care for de- 
mands between now and the fall pack. 
Furthermore, the usual heavy demands 
fer kraut in the fall is going to cause 
more complications because the demand 
will be ready before the pack. Prices are 


strong at $6.00 for fancy tens, $1.85 for 
2%s and $1.32% for 303s and these 
apply on bookings only as little or noth- 
ing is offered on the spot market. 


CITRUS—Prices were unchanged for 
the most part this week and that in itself 
was news as prices have moved higher 
every week for quite some time. Most 
canners are withdrawn from the market 
however, except for shipments against 
contracts which certainly holds trading 
to a minimum. Shipments of grapefruit 
juice are restricted in many cases. Prices 
remain at $3.10 for natural orange juice 
in 46 oz. tins, $2.60 for blended and $2.10 
for grapefruit juice. 


WEST COAST FRUITS—The situa- 
tion on almost all West Coast fruits is a 
quiet one as the trade await concrete 
news from the 1956 packs. Spot offer- 
ings are limited at best and the trade 
finds it almost impossible to find any kind 
of an assortment from any one canner. 
Even cocktail, which was in the doldrums 
just a short time ago, is now tough to 
find. Northwest pears are offered only 
in odds and ends with the most popular 
counts out of the question. Prices on 
black sweet cherries still unsold have 
taken a real sharp advance in antici- 
pation of things to come when prices on 
a very limited new pack are announced. 


SALMON—Reports from Alaska have 
been anything but encouraging so far 
and offerings are on the limited side. The 
Columbia River area reports an excellent 
run of Chinooks and it is hoped Puget 
Sound just recently opened will do the 
same. There have been some new pack 
Alaska Red halves offered at $20.00 and 
a few Chinooks at $18.25 but little else 
to this point. It looks like another small 
pack in the making in the Alaska area. 


CALIFORNIA MARKET 


Spinach And Asparagus Canning Ends With 
Smaller Packs—Fruit Crops Generally Go-d 
—Big Packs Most Items Predicted—Record 
Tomato Pack Expected—Salmon Pack 
Disappoints. 


By “Berkeley” 


Berkeley, Calif., June 29, 1956 


THE SITUATION—There is a tem- 
porary lull in canning activities in Cali- 
fornia at this writing but the active 
season will soon be on in earnest. Can- 
ning of spinach and asparagus is at an 
end, with the output of both items below 
that of last season and with a rather 
strong demand. Canning of cherries and 
apricots has been started, but not on a 
large scale. With the commencement of 
July, operations will quickly become 
active again, with no slowing down until 
late in the fall. Growers have named 
tentative prices on apricots and peaches, 
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but these have not been accepted by can- 
ners. Indications are that these will be 
higher in some instances that those of 
last year and this is resulting in some 
quite heavy buying of spot lots of canned 
fruits where still available. Shipments 
against orders on hand are keeping up 
well and are rather heavier than a year 
ago. 


PEACHES—tThe Cling Peach Advisory 
3oard recently announced that its ex- 
perts estimated the 1956 crop at 592,000 
tons, compared with last season’s harvest 
of 522,000 tons. This was followed by 
the California Canning Peach Association 
coming out with a price of $73.00 a ton 
for the cling peach crop. This compares 
with $80.50 a ton paid for last season’s 
crop. Canners suggest that this year’s 
pack may reach the 20,000,000 case mark. 
Growing conditions so far have been very 
favorable. 


APRICOTS — The canning of apricots 
from some of the early districts is under 
way and $127.50 has been paid for some 
fruit. In other districts growers are offer- 
ing fruit at $117.00 but few sales are re- 
ported. A crop of 185,000 tons is fore- 
cast, against 253,000 tons last year. There 
is a sizeable carryover of canned apricots 
from last year but prices are quite firm. 


CHERRIES—The cherry crop in Cali- 
fornia is a little larger than that of last 
year and is now estimated at 39,000 tons, 
against 34,000 tons a year ago. This is 
well above the average, but is not causing 
much concern, since the crop in the Pa- 
cifie Northwest is a comparatively light 
one. Canned Royal Anne cherries have 
been selling of late at $4.30-$4.40 for No. 
24% faney, with choice at about $4.20 and 
standard at about $3.60. Growers are 
asking 13 cents a pound for Royal Annes 
in the Santa Clara Valley area. 


OLIVES—A splendid movement of can- 
ned olives has been noted in recent 
months with the demand of such a nature 
that no surplus is developing on any item. 
Prices remain the same as they were last 
fall, with this stability assisting in the 
steady movement. It is too early to esti- 
mate the size of the new crop with any 
degree of accuracy, but orchards seems 
to be in good shape, with a fairly heavy 
set of fruit so far. 


APPLES — The California apple crop 
may prove rather less than that of 1955, 
especially the output of Gravenstein, in 
which canners are especially interested. 
Last year’s crop is estimated at 9,440,000 
‘ushels, with much of the crop produced 
n the San Francisco Bay area. Canning 
of applesauce is expected to be under 
vay by the middle of July, with many in- 
juiries being made by the trade for 
prices. Last year’s pack has been very 
‘losely cleaned out, with the latest sales 
eported at $1.45 for No. 303 fancy and 
‘1.35 for choice. 


PEARS — A larger crop of Bartlett 
ears seems in sight for California than 
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was produced last year when the output 
dropped to 309,000 tons. This year’s crop 
is now estimated at 349,000 tons. Stocks 
of canned pears in the hands of canners 
on June 1 amounted to 467,261 cases, on 
a 24/2% case basis, or well below the 
quantity a year earlier. Prices on pears 
are very well maintained, with recent 
sales reported at $3.85-$3.90 for No. 2% 
fancy, $3.50 for choice and around $3.25 
for standard. 


ASPARAGUS — Asparagus growers 
had a good season in 1956, despite the 
fact that packs of canned and frozen 
asparagus were held down somewhat 
through control action. Shipping busi- 
ness was heavy and the crop was moved 
without difficulty. Canners are experi- 
encing an especially good demand for all 
green, with fancy moving at $4.90 for 
colossal, $4.80 for mammoth and large 
at $4.75. 


TOMATOES — A large acreage has 
been planted to tomatoes this year and 
a record pack may easily be made if 
weather conditions are as in recent years, 
Unsold stocks in the hands of canners 
are reported as light, with many items 
completely sold up. Prices vary accord- 
ing to the canner, with distress holdings 
non-existent, in distinct contrast to re- 
ports in 1955 and 1954. 


SALMON—Reports from Alaska indi- 
cate that the pack of Copper River sal- 
mon this season will prove about 65 per- 
cent of that for which arrangements had 
been made. Copper River salmon halves 
are quoted at $21.00 a case and chinook 
halves at $18.75. Alaska red salmon are 
reported as running to small size this 
year suggesting that they were spawned 
four years ago, instead of five. At least, 
these are the reports coming out of 
Alaska. 


CANADIAN MARKET 


Toronto, Canada, June 15, 1956 


THE SITUATION—Better than aver- 
age packs of practically all canned fruits 
and canned vegetables were produced 
during the 1955 packing season in the 
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. Grow- 
ing conditions were satisfactory, plant- 
ings were generally as scheduled and 
practically everything was harvested be- 
fore there was any frost damage. Al- 
though prices of most items were reason- 
ably steady, there were some weak spots, 
particularly during the early part of 
1956. Although packs were generally 
above average, it is now apparent that, 
with few exceptions, there will be virtu- 
ally no unusual carry-overs into the 1956 
season. Quite a number of items will be 
completely cleaned-up as far as first hand 
holdings are concerned. 

The Provinces of Ontario and Quebec 
have just experienced one of the worst 
planting and growing seasons on record. 


Since early April and up until the first 
week in June, temperatures weir below 
average, with frosts up until the last 
week in May. In addition, there were fre- 
quent rains, and a large percentage of the 
ground was too wet for planting. This 
has resulted in late plantings of all vege- 
tables for canning purposes. 


In addition, most tree fruits were dam- 
aged by the late frosts, which has cut 
down all fruits and severely damaged 
several. All signs now point to lighter 
packs of virtually everything than in 
1955. This has resulted in a firming of 
the market on practically all commodi- 
ties still available from the 1955 pack, 
and all indications point to substantially 
higher levels for most canned fruits and 
canned vegetables produced in 1956. Un- 
less weather conditions are ideal from 
now on, practically ail packs will be 
lighter. 


During the past week, there has been 
excessive heat and the temperatures dur- 
ing the last three days have been at an 
all time high. Just what result this will 
have on the late planting remains to be 
seen. If the heat-wave does not last too 
long, little harm will result. 


FRUITS 


CHERRIES — Surveys indicated that 
the crop of Black and White Cherries will 
be very light, or approximately 20 per- 
cent of 1955 levels. Late May frosts 
severely damaged the blossoms. Red 
Cherries were also hurt to some extent 
by the late frosts and it is now antici- 
pated that the crop will be about 80 per- 
cent of last year. However, the 1955 crop 
was exceptionally heavy and if 80 per- 
cent of this total is harvested, it will be 
about normal. Prices have not yet been 
set on Red Cherries, but it is anticipated 
that opening prices will be at least as 
high as a year ago, when they ranged 
around $1.90 per dozen, Choice Red Pit- 
ted, H.S. 24/15 oz. size. : 


PEACHES—Some damage is reported 
from the late frosts, and early estimates 
indicate that the crop will be approxi- 
mately 80 percent of a year ago. Here 
again, the 1955 crop was exceptionally 
heavy, and 80 percent would represent 
about a normal crop. Although there was 
a very large pack of peaches in Ontario 
in 1955, the demand for canned peaches 
has been very steady and the market has 
been firm since the opening prices were 
named. It is, therefore, anticipated that 
1956 prices will be at least as high, and 
possibly a little higher than in 1955. Very 
little, if any, carry-over is anticipated. 


PEARS—Early Surveys indicated that 
Bartlett and Desserts were hurt a little by 
late frosts. However, an 85 percent crop 
as compared to last year’s figures will 
represent normal crops of these two vari- 
eties. 


The movement of Bartlett Pears has 
been fair, and prices have remained 
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steady. A very heavy pack of Desserts 
has moved well, but prices were substan- 
tially lower than in 1954, and showed lit- 
tle if any profit to the Canners. The pack 
in 1956 will undoubtedly be lighter than 
in 1955 and higher prices are certain, 
which will probably range from 10 cents 
to 20 cents per dozen above last year’s 
quotations. 


APPLES—Probably the largest crop in 
the history of Ontario was harvested last 
year. This resulted in very low prices. 
Most Canners sold Apple Sauce and 
Apple juice considerably below the cost 
of production. However, sales have been 
exceptionally heavy and this, along with 
prospects of a much lighter pack in 1956, 
has resulted in a considerable improve- 
ment during the past 30 days. Reports 
are not yet at hand, but early Surveys 
indicate that the crop of Apples in the 
Province of Ontario will be less than half 
of last year’s total. There may be some 
carry-over of Apple products, but with 
the prospect of substantially lighter 
packs in 1956, any carry-over will be 
needed, and Canners who carry this mer- 
chandise will undoubtedly benefit. 


VEGETABLES 


ASPARAGUS—Due to the late Season, 
the pack got under way about two weeks 
late and up until the last few days runs 
have been small. It is estimated that the 
pack will be substantially below last year, 
although final figures will not be avail- 
able for another week or 10 days. 

Opening prices are a little higher than 
a year ago, ranging from $4.75 to $5.00 
for Fancy Tips, 24/12 oz. 


PEAS—Due to the very late Season, 
plantings of all varieties are from two 
to three weeks late. As a matter of fact, 
up until the last few days some peas were 
being planted. This, of course, will result 
in a very late harvest and could affect 
the quantity and quality substantially. 
All Canners were unable to get their total 
contracted acreage in the ground, and it 
is estimated that the overall planted acre- 
age in Ontario is less than 75 percent of 
last year’s total. Quebec is even later, 
although no definite figures are available. 

During the past six months, there have 
been some very low prices, particularly 
on Choice and Standard 24/15 oz. size. 
Price levels on the 24/20 oz. and 6/105 oz. 
sizes were steadier although low, as com- 
pared with a year ago. However, during 
the past 30 days, substantial shipments 
have been made of all sizes, and prices 
are much firmer. It is anticipated that 
opening prices will be higher than a year 
ago and more in line with the opening 
prices in 1954. Although there will be 
some carry-over, with a much lighter 
pack anticipated, it will not be burden- 
some. 


BEANS — Reports from Quebec indi- 
cate that the planting is away behind 
schedule and the acreage will probably 
not be as much as in 1955, when the pack 
of both Green and Wax was not sufficient 
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to take care of the demand. The market, 
so far as Ontario and Quebec are con- 
cerned, will be entirely dry well before 
New Pack is available and higher open- 
ing prices are anticipated for all sizes. 
There will be a very heavy movement as 
soon as the pack gets under way. 


CORN—Reports from different parts 
of Ontario and Quebec indicate that 
planting is getting under way and that 
with warmer dryer conditions planting 
should proceed more or less in the nor- 
mal way. No reports are available as to 
the size of the acreage, but it is antici- 


pated that it will be somewhat lighter 


than a year ago. 


The market continues to be rather 
“draggy” on Cream Style Yellow Corn 
in both the 24/15 oz. and 24/20 oz. sizes, 
and most Canners are still shipping at 
prices which show them a loss. The carry- 
over will probably be less than a year 
ago but up to the time of writing, this 
has had very little, if any, influence on 
the market. Some Independents who have 
been taking a loss for several years are 
cutting down their acreages substantially. 


TOMATOES & TOMATO PRODUCTS 
—Growers throughout Ontario and Que- 
bee have experienced the greatest diffi- 
culty in transplanting plants into the 
fields. This, of course, is due to the very 
cold wet weather. Frosts during May 
wiped out millions of plants and although 
some Canners were able to purchase 
plants from the United States, there is 
actually a shortage which has removed 
any possibility of any surplus acreage. 


In a normal year, planting gets under 
way around May 24th, and 75 percent of 
the acreage is usually in the fields by 
the end of May. This year, there was 
practically no planting by the 1st of June. 
By the 10th of June possibly 50 percent 
of the acreage was planted and it is an- 
ticipated that by June 15th from 75 per- 
cent to 100 percent of the acreage will be 
in the ground. Farmers, however, in all 
parts of the country have cancelled or 
cut down their acreage of Tomatoes fear- 
ing that even a reasonably early frost 
would wipe out the chance of making any 
profit on this crop. This makes it difficult 
to estimate at this time how the acreage 
will be as compared with a year ago. In 
1955, plantings were in the ground at the 
normal time and a very hot summer made 
it possible for canners to start operations 
around 15th July. This year, even if there 
is unusually warm weather during the 
next two months, the pack will still not 
get under way until around September 
lst. An early frost would, of course, re- 
sult in a light pack of Tomatoes, Tomato 
Juice and other Tomato products, and 
even with a frost some time after October 
1st, the pack will not be large. 

VAN DE WATER-BOYD LTD. 


V.A. Wants—Date for the opening of 
bids on Canned Apricots, and covered by 
Invitation S-2-57, will be July 9 instead 
of July 18, as originally announced, 


Conventions and Schools 
(Continued from page 3) 


NOVEMBER 14-16, 1956 — INDIANA 
CANNERS ASSOCIATION, Fall Convention, 
French Lick Sheraton Hotel, French 
Lick, Indiana. 


NOVEMBER 15, 1956 - JANUARY 1, 
1957—HOLIDAYS ARE PICKLE DAYS. 


NOVEMBER 18-19, 1956 — PENNSYL- 
VANIA CANNERS ASSOCIATION—42nd An- 
nual Convention, Yorktowne Hotel, York, 
Pa. 


NOVEMBER 26-27, 1956 — OHIO CAN- 
NERS ASSOCIATION, Annual Convention, 
Hotel Carter, Cleveland, Ohio. 


NOVEMBER 29-30, 1956 — MICHIGAN 
CANNERS & FREEZERS ASSOCIATION, Fall 
Meeting, Pantlind Hotel, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 


DECEMBER 6-7, 1956 — TRI - STATE 
PACKERS ASSOCIATION, Annual Conven- 
tion, Haddon-Hall, Atlantic City, New 
Jersey. 


DECEMBER 13-14, 1956 — NEW YORK 
STATE CANNERS & FREEZERS ASSOCIATION, 
71st Annual Meeting, Statler Hotel, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 


JANUARY 6, 1957—NATIONAL FROZEN 


FOOD CONVENTION, N.A.F.F.P., N.A.F.F.D., 
Fontainebleau Hotel, Miami Beach, Fla. 

JANUARY 27-30, 1957 — NORTHWEST 
CANNERS & FREEZERS ASSOCIATION, Annual 
Convention, Multnomah Hotel, Portland, 
Ore. 

FEBRUARY 16-19, 1957 — NATIONAL 
CANNERS ASSOCIATION AND ALLIED INDUS- 
TRIES, Annual Convention, Chicago, Ill. 


GROWTH REGULATOR TRIPLES 
HEIGHT OF SOME PLANTS 


(Continued from Page 9) 


extend their research to learn whether 
gibberellic acid can be used in any of the 
following ways; To stimulate elongation 
of plants, giving them an advantage over 
competing growths; to increase the dry 
weight of certain crops at harvest time 
(especially forage crops); and to increase 
the growth of plants that grow slowly but 
are in great demand, such as pulpwood. 


The USDA scientists point out, how- 
ever, that research on gibberellic acid is 
still in a preliminary stage, and no im- 
mediate practical use for the chemical 
has yet been worked out. 


A major difficulty is the serious short- 
age of gibberellic acid. Methods for pro- 
duction of the chemical in large amounts 
have not been developed, and available 
supplies are in urgent demand because of 
its sudden prominence as a research ma- 
terial. In addition to the work at Belts- 
ville, similar studies of gibberellic acid 
are currently under way by other re- 
searchers in the United States, Japan, 
and Great Britain. 
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